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The new Taliban regime and its mentors in Pakistan require considerable luck to govern Afghanistan 

successfully. This will not be as easy as their rapid military victories. The regime has defined itself narrowly, and its 

embrace of extremist personalities does not inspire confidence with either the Afghan people or the international 

community. Afghanistan is a diverse, independence-loving country, proud of its inheritance and sovereignty. Its 

spirit has always been republican. Efforts to control it from the outside have failed invariably. 

 

The Pakistan connection 

Pakistan nurtured and shaped the Taliban. It has been no surprise, therefore, that the Pakistan Army’s 

logistics and advice aided the Taliban’s march to Kabul. Pakistan’s special forces, attack helicopters, and drones 

were crucial in tipping the balance against the National Resistance Front in Panjshir. The head of the Pakistan 

Army’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Lieutenant General Faiz Hameed, visited Kabul in the full glare of publicity 

to underline Pakistan’s ownership of the Taliban’s ascent in Afghanistan, inviting spontaneous protests across 

Afghanistan.   

Lt. Gen. Hameed achieved two out of his three objectives: to ensure that the newly formed Taliban 

government included proxies of Pakistan, including four members of the Haqqani Network that is close to the ISI, 

and that Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Taliban’s most benign face and former front-runner for the job of head 

of government, did not get that position (amid rumours on social media of his death, he has released an audio 

statement saying that he is alive). While Lt. Gen. Hameed may have achieved Pakistan’s goal of keeping Mullah 

Baradar out of policy-making in Afghanistan, by sidelining him and promoting the interests of the Haqqani 

Network, the resulting all-male and Pushtun-dominated Taliban government will make it harder for Pakistan to 

solicit international recognition and assistance for the fledgling government. 

In fact, the Taliban government is a veritable who’s who of terrorism. Many of its members feature on the 

terrorist list of the United Nations 1267 Sanctions Committee and the European Union’s list of terrorists subject to 

restrictive measures. The detention centre of the United States, in Guantanamo Bay, created a sense of solidarity 

amongst the Taliban leaders incarcerated there, four of whom are now in senior positions within the Taliban 

cabinet. The new Interior Minister, Khalifa Sirajuddin Haqqani, head of the Haqqani Network, has an unrevoked 

Rewards For Justice Program, United States Department of State bounty of $10 million on him, while his uncle, the 

Refugee and Repatriation Minister, Khalil-ur-Rahman Haqqani, earlier nominated as Kabul’s security chief, has a 

bounty of $5 million. The Haqqani Network was responsible for the bombing of the Indian Embassy in Kabul in July 

2008, killing India’s Defence Attaché and its Political Counsellor. 

 

Unresolved factionalism 

The Taliban’s politics are characterised by intense factionalism and a lack of consensus. The Taliban 

spokesperson, Zabihullah Mujahid, describes the Taliban government as an interim one, perhaps to signal hope for 

a more accommodative regime in the future. This is unlikely, as indeed are any concessions for the participation of 

women in governance or the restitution of human rights. Mujahid spoke of protecting the rights of minorities and 

the underprivileged. Yet, there is not a single woman or a Hazara in the Taliban cabinet, which is packed with 

hardliners.   

The intense partisan rivalries and manoeuvring for the division of spoils were visible from the manner that 

the forces of different Taliban factions raced to occupy important vantage points in Kabul. The respective heads of 

the Taliban’s military commissions in eastern and western Afghanistan, Qayyum Zakir and Sadr Ibrahim, occupied 

the defence and interior ministries. They were quickly named the acting defence and interior ministers. This has 

since been overturned. The new defence minister is Maulawi Yaqoob, the son of the Taliban’s former Ameer-ul-

Momineen, Mullah Omer. Khalifa Siraj as the new interior minister has oversight over the appointment of 

governors. Mullah Baradar has been neutralised by appointing two other Kandaharis: Mullah Mohammad Hassan 

Akhund as head of government, and Amir Khan Muttaqi as foreign minister. 

 

The existential situation 

In his first statement after being named Afghanistan’s new Ameer-ul-Momineen, Mullah Haibatullah 

Akhundzada made a qualified commitment to upholding international laws — only those “not in conflict with 

Islamic law and the country’s national values”. While the Taliban will continue to repeat their assurances about 
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disallowing the use of its territory against the security interests of any other nation, they are unlikely to sever their 

ties with al Qaeda and other terrorist organisations. 

Afghanistan will remain riddled with crisis. An immediate challenge for the Taliban will be reining in their 

younger commanders and fighters, with the danger that disgruntled elements amongst them might join hands 

with the Islamic State Khorasan (IS-K) or Daesh. Since all the Islamist terrorist organisations are ideologically and 

organisationally enmeshed with one another, another problem would be controlling other terrorist groups 

converging towards Afghanistan as their haven. There has already been a noticeable spurt in Tehrik-e-Taliban 

Pakistan (or the Pakistan Taliban) attacks in Pakistan. 

There will be sporadic uprisings and violent repression in Afghanistan. Given the make-up of the 

leadership of the Taliban and their ideological moorings, they are likely to continue political and military 

consolidation, unmindful that over time this could trigger external support for the resistance. Should there be 

fragmentation within its ranks, the Taliban regime will be tested sooner. 

Another challenge for the Taliban regime is the simmering resentment against it. Leader of the National 

Resistance Front of Afghanistan Ahmad Massoud’s recent appeal to all Afghans to resist the imposition of “a 

servile and subjugated future” and rise in support of the defence of the Afghan republic resulted in 

demonstrations in several cities, with mainly women in the lead. Even though these dissipated in the face of the 

harsh repression that followed, the anti-Pakistan and pro-republican sentiment expressed vociferously in the 

protests put the Taliban regime on the back foot. 

Afghanistan faces frozen reserves, the absence of banking services and liquidity, rising prices of food, medicines, 

and other essentials, currency depreciation, unemployment, and the collapse of services and construction. There is 

no money for public finance or administration — no prospect of salaries for government workers — as 80% of 

Afghanistan’s last approved annual budget of $5.5 billion was funded by external aid. 

  

New Delhi’s response 

Given the uncertainties, India’s game plan will have to evolve as the situation unfolds, which is not a call 

for strategic restraint or masterly inactivity. For the present, India must abstain from granting recognition to the 

Taliban regime. India should hold it accountable to its publicly stated commitments concerning the right of Afghans 

and foreign nationals to leave Afghanistan in a safe, secure, and orderly way, and that Afghan territory will not be 

used to threaten or attack any country, encapsulated in the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2593 

(UNSCR 2593), adopted during India’s presidency of the Council. UNSCR 2593 also reaffirmed the importance of 

upholding human rights and encouraged all parties to seek an inclusive negotiated settlement. The logical step 

flowing from this would be for India to restitute granting student and medical visas and temporary visas for those 

fearing persecution. Resuming its humanitarian and development assistance will have to await an enabling 

atmosphere allowing the Indian Embassy in Kabul and its consulates to function securely. 

 

 the shape of things to come (phrase) – what is 

likely to develop in the future. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 narrowly (adverb) – narrow-mindedly, short-

sightedly, intolerantly, illiberally. 

 unfold (verb) – happen, occur, take place, transpire. 

 mentor (noun) – trainer, instructor. 

 embrace (noun) – acceptance, support, backing. 

 extremist (noun) – fanatic, radical, militant, 

fundamentalist, hardliner, dogmatist. 

 personality (noun) – character, nature, disposition. 

 inheritance (noun) – the passing on of something 

(traits, properties, etc,.) from parents to their 

offspring; legacy, bequest, endowment. 

 republican (noun) – a person who is supporting 

republican government. 

 invariably (adverb) – always, every time, each time. 

 nurture (verb) – look after, rear, support, raise, 

promote, foster. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 

executing a complex operation; organization, 

planning, management, arrangement. 

 march (noun) – progress, advance, progression, 

development, headway. 

 drone (noun) – unmanned aircraft/missile. 

 tip the balance (phrase) – be the deciding factor; 

make the critical difference. 

 National Resistance Front (NRF) (noun) – the 

handful of Afghan soldiers and fighters defending 

the Panjshir Valley are called National Resistance 

Front (NRF). 

 Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) (noun) – a primary 

intelligence agency in Pakistan.  

 glare (noun) – public attention, public notice. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (13
th

-NOVEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, underscore, 

highlight. 

 ascent (noun) – rise, growth. 

 spontaneous (adjective) – automatic, involuntary, 

instinctive. 

 proxy (noun) – deputy, representative, substitute. 

(proxy war means war through a 

representative/agent). 

 Haqqani Network (noun) – a major group within 

the Taliban that’s driving the campaigns on the 

battlefield. 

 benign (adjective) – approachable, considerate, 

thoughtful, helpful, accommodating. 

 front runner (noun) – probable winner. 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, surrounded 

by; during. 

 keep out (phrasal verb) – exclude, deny access to, 

shut out; bar, ban, prohibit. 

 sideline (verb) – remove (from the centre of 

attention). 

 Pashtun (noun) – Pathan; They make up around 42 

percent of the population of Afghanistan. They live 

mainly in the south and the east of the country. 

They have a distinct language called Pashto (an 

official language since 1936). 

 solicit (verb) – ask for, request, apply for, seek, 

press for, call for. 

 recognition (noun) – acknowledgement, 

acceptance, approval, accreditation, endorsement. 

 fledgling (noun as modifier) – emerging, beginning, 

developing. 

 veritable (adjective) – true, precise, correct, exact, 

factual. 

 UNSC Resolution 2593 (noun) – The Resolution 

demands that Afghan territory not be used to 

threaten or attack any country or to shelter and 

train terrorists and plan or finance terrorist attacks. 

It specifically mentions individuals designated by 

the UNSC resolution 1267. 

 subject to (verb) – put through, undergo, go 

through, experience. 

 detention (noun) – imprisonment, 

confinement/incarceration, captivity, custody. 

 Guantanamo Bay (noun) – this detention camp is a 

United States military prison located within 

Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, also referred to as 

Guantánamo, GTMO, and “Gitmo”, on the coast of 

Guantánamo Bay in Cuba. 

 solidarity (noun) – unity, unanimity, harmony, 

cooperation. 

 incarcerate (verb) – jail, take into custody, lock up, 

detain/confine, put in prison. 

 unrevoked (adjective) – not cancelled/withdrawn. 

 Rewards for Justice Program (noun) – Rewards for 

Justice, the U.S. Department of State’s counter-

terrorism rewards program, is one of the U.S. 

Government’s most valuable assets in the fight 

against international terrorism. Established by the 

1984 Act to Combat International Terrorism, Public 

Law 98-533, Rewards for Justice has developed into 

a global, interagency effort led by the Department 

of State’s Bureau of Diplomatic Security. 

 bounty (noun) – recompense, remuneration, 

dividend, endowment, handout/reward. 

 refugee (noun) – displaced person, asylum seeker, 

exile, deportee, stateless person, émigré. 

 repatriation (noun) – the return of 

(someone/something) to their country of origin. 

 Attaché (noun) – envoy, diplomat, ambassador 

extraordinary, consul, emissary, representative 

with a specialized area of responsibility. 

 factionalism (noun) – it refers to conflict and 

infighting between small groups (factions) within a 

larger one, especially in politics. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is 

shared by all the people in a group. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

intervening, transitional. 

 accommodative (adjective) – aimed to encourage 

economic activity by reducing interest rates; 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 concession (noun) – compromise, adjustment, 

modification; allowance, exception. 

 restitution (noun) – compensation, reparation, 

redress; remedy. 

 speak of (phrasal verb) – mention, talk about, 

discuss, refer to. 

 underprivileged (adjective) – disadvantaged, 

impoverished, poverty-stricken. 

 the underprivileged (noun) – disadvantaged, 

impoverished, poverty-stricken people. 

 hardliner (noun) – a group/a political party with 

people who support strict ideas and they are 

extreme & uncompromising. 

 Hazara (noun) – As an ethnic group, Hazaras have 

always lived on the edge of economic survival in 

Afghanistan. The recent persecution of Hazaras was 

not instigated by the Taliban but had existed for 

centuries.  One of the main factors in Hazaras’ 
continued persecution is their Shi’a religious faith, 

their distinctive ethnic origins, as well as their 

having separate economic and political roots. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-sided. 
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 manoeuvre (verb) – manipulate, contrive, manage, 

engineer, plot, orchestrate, choreograph. 

 spoils (noun) – gains, profits, benefits, advantage. 

 faction (noun) – group, section, division (within a 

larger group). 

 vantage point (noun) – point of view, position, 

viewpoint, standpoint, opinion. 

 overturn (verb) – cancel, reverse, repeal, revoke. 

 oversight (noun) – management, direction, control, 

command. 

 neutralise (verb) – eliminate, cancel out, invalidate; 

counteract, counterbalance. 

 existential (adjective) – relating to existence. 

 uphold (verb) – support, confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 

 disallow (verb) – reject, refuse, dismiss, say no to. 

 sever (verb) – break off, discontinue, suspend, put 

an end to. 

 riddle with (verb) – fill with, spread through, 

overrun, plague/beset (something undesirable). 

 rein in (phrasal verb) – to control, restrain, restrict, 

limit someone/something. 

 disgruntled (adjective) – aggrieved, dissatisfied, 

unhappy/disappointed. 

 join hands (phrase) – work together with. 

 Islamist (noun/adjective) – relating to Islamic 

fundamentalism. 

 ideologically (adverb) – dogmatically, 

conventionally; in a method which relates to an 

ideology. 

 enmesh (verb) – entangle, involve, mix up. 

 safe haven (noun) – refuge, shelter, asylum, place 

of safety/security. 

 spurt (noun) – sudden increase, rise, surge. 

 Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) (noun) – it is the 

largest and deadliest militant umbrella organization 

in Pakistan the Pakistani Taliban. It is a subset of 

the Pakistani Taliban. Approximately half of all 

Pakistani Taliban factions coalesce (unite/join 

together) under the umbrella of the TTP. 

 sporadic (adjective) – occasional, infrequent, 

irregular, unpredictable. 

 uprising (noun) – insurgency, revolution, rebellion. 

 repression (noun) – suppression, oppression, 

quelling, restraining/stifling. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 make-up (noun) – structure, framework, 

composition, formation. 

 moorings (noun) – stabilizing influence/power; 

anchors. 

 consolidation (noun) – unification. 

 unmindful (adjective) – careless of, disregardful of, 

regardless of, unheeding of, neglectful of, 

unconscious of. 

 fragmentation (noun) – breaking, separation, 

disintegration. 

 ranks (noun) – The people belonging to a group or 

class. 

 simmering (adjective) – burning, fuming, raging, 

smouldering.  

 resentment (noun) – bitterness, indignation, 

irritation, enmity, hatred/hate. 

 servile (adjective) – slavish, abject, subservient; 

bootlicking. 

 subjugated (adjective) – overpowered, 

hegemonized. 

 dissipate (verb) – disappear, vanish, disperse. 

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of; when confronted with. 

 pro- (prefix) – supporting. 

 vociferously (adverb) – vigorously, outspokenly, 

vehemently, forcefully, forthrightly. 

 on the back foot (phrase) – in a defensive position, 

off balance, at a disadvantage. 

 freeze (verb) – hold, fix, set (at a fixed state).  

 frozen (adjective) – relating to a bank or investment 

account through which no transaction can be 

made. 

 reserves (noun) – funds. 

 depreciation (noun) – devaluation, devaluing, 

decrease in value, markdown. 

 call (noun) – demand, need, request; requirement, 

necessity. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 abstain from (verb) – refrain, desist, avoid, hold 

back. 

 hold someone responsible/accountable for 

(phrase) – blame someone for something. 

 resolution (noun) – decision, declaration; 

ruling/verdict. 

 encapsulate (verb) – express succinctly, summarize, 

contain, sum up, give a summary of.  

 restitute (verb) – to return, to restore, to re-

establish, to reinstate. 

 persecution (noun) – oppression, victimization, 

discrimination. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 humanitarian (adjective) – compassionate, 

humane, socially concerned. 

http://www.vanik.org/

